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No. 7 
LErTER, TEE CHILElIN MINISTER IN LONOON TO TItE MARQUESS OF SALISBURY 

LmATION OF CHILE 
MY LORD, - LONDON, November 23, 1898. 

In June 1896, the Governments oí Chile and the Argentine Republic, . 
conforming to the stipulations contained in the Agreement signed by 
them on the 17th oí April of the same year, requested Her' Bri tannic 
Majesty's Government to deign to accept the office oí Arbitrator in 
order to determine the doubts or questions arising in the course oí the 
demarcation oí the boundary between the two Repub1ics, whenever the 
Governments might not be ab1e:to settle them directly. 

Her ~~jesty the Queen deigned to accede, with marked benevolenoe, 
to the applioation in whioh both Governments entrusted to Her 
traditional spirit oí justice the final solution oí the diííioulties 
which might eventually arise. 

Although the eííorte oí the Governments interested have had tor 
resu1t the determination oí a oonsiderable extent oí the írontier 
line, the diííerences or dL~agreements contemplated subsist in regard 
to another important part thereoí. 

In this situation, both Governments have considered that the 
case, - toreseen in Artic1e 2 oí the Agreement oí April 17, 1896, - oí 
requesting Her Majesty's Government to act as Arbitrator, has arrived; 
and, to this eífect, 1 have now the honour oí proííering this request 
on behalí oí Chile and in fulíilment oí orders I have received, 
enc10sing a copy oí the Minutes drawn up by the EXperts and the 
respective Governments wherein the divergences which have arisen have 
be en placed on record. 

Allow me respectful1y to call the attention oí Your Excellency to 
the desire expressed by both Governments in the íinal part oí the 
Record oí 22nd oí 1ast September. 

Finally, I have the honour oí inc1uding a map which will render 
more comprehensib1e the acope oí the disagreements to which the said 
Minutes reíer, and to add that, in coníormity with the rules oí 
preoedure which Your Exce11ency may think íit to 1ay down íer the 
arbitration, an opportunity will arise íor presenting further data 

and information to i11ustrate the matter. 
1 am, etc. 

DOMINGO GANA. 
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No. 8 

J:,E,'l1fl'ER, ARGENTDlE MINISTER IN. LONOON TO THE 
MARQUESS OF SALISBURY 

,Legation of the Argentine Republic, 
Lendon. 

23rd November 1898. 

H.E. TIla Harquess of ,salisbury, 
Mirdster for Foreign Affail·s. 

1ir. Minister, 

On 14th Ju1y 1896 Her Britannic Majesty's Government was 

good enough te accept the high investiture which the Gover~ents of 

tha Argentine and Chi1ean Republlcs agreed te conier upon it in order 

that, in the capacity of Arbitrator, it might reso1ve in the manuer 

1aid down in the Proteco1 signed on 17th Apri1 1896, such differences 

as might arise in tha course· oí the demarcatioll oí boundaries between 

the tl10 Republlcs, if the Governments did llot succeed:in settling them. 

Notwithstanding the fact that the Argentine Government is oí 

opilñon that the period laid down in C1ause Four of the Agreement of 

17th Apri1 1896 has not yet expired, I have received te1egraphic 

instructions írom my Government to address to Your Exce11ency the 

pr~sent communication, for it i6 aware that the Chi1ean Goverrunent w.iJ..l 

itse1f be commum.cating with you to-day, to inform you that, as tha 

cases provided for in C1auses Two and Three of the Agreement of 17th 

Apri1 1896 have arisen, it was appropriate that Her Hajesty's 

Government shou1d assume the office of mediator which it had accepted 

and should proceed to appoin t the Cornmission which will have te carry 

out the surveys on the ground in order that, in accordance therewith, 

it may proceed to resolve the differences as a who1e and in a single 

award. 

My Government instructs me te te11 Your Excellency tha.t it 

does not hand in along with this communication the minutes recording 

the differences between the Experts and the Governments, or the 

supporting documents referred to therein, because the Argentine 

Government has not yet finished preparing them, it having believed 
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that it was sti11 in time to do so, because it understood that 

the period of sixty days after which it was possible to requeat 

the mediation oí the Arbitrator did not begin to run until 11th 

October, the date on which the Government received in Buenos 

Aires the September Agreements and on which it was able to give 

i ts approval thereto; but that all these documenta will be arriving 

in London shortly and 1 shall have the honour oí presenting them 

to you in the íorm agreed. 

I am also instructed to tell Your Excellency that the Argentine 

Government understands that the procedure for the arbitration is laid 

down in the 1896 Agreement and in the minutes of the Governments 

which have established the differences in a definitive manner; 

and that having delivered all fue documentation, it thinks that 

there is nothing more for it to do, alld it thus leaves Her 

Britannic Majesty's Government in complete freedom to form ita 

judgment from ita OWl1 studies and to resolve the differences by 

app1ying the Treaties strictly. 

That with this procedure the Argentine Government is of 

opinion that it is conforming to the 1etter and spirit oí the 

Treaties and Agreements, responding to the distinction bestowed by 

Her Britannic Majeaty's Government in accepting the ofíice oí 

Arbitrator and contri buting, íor ita part, to tile allaying once 

and for all oí too agi tations oí public opiniol1 which have caused 

so many difíiculties. Accordingly, I have the honoUl" to ask Her 

Britar.nic Majeaty's Government to accept this as due notification 

by the Argentine Government, bearing in mind the consideration 

formulated. 

I take this opportunity to present to Your Excellencey the 

a.ssurances oí my hignest and most esteemed consideration. 

FlDRmCIO 1... OOMINGUEZ. 

24. 



SIR, -

NP.· . .9 
LET'1IER, HJl.RQUESS OF SALISBURY TO THE (,'HrLEAl~ 

MINISTER ni LONOON 

FOREIGN OFFICE, November 28,1898 

I have the honO'lr to aClmClrl1edge thc receipt of your Note 

oí the 23rd instant in \.¡h5.0h JOu reca11 that in the year 1896 Ber 

Majesty's GOVf;rnment cons""lted to accept the office oi' Arbitrator 

conferred upon ther!l by the Chilean and Argentine Governments for the 

sett1ement, in thc form 1él.:i.d dOlrm by the Protoco1 signed on Apri1 

17th, 1896, of the difficulties which might arise in fixing the 

bounaaries between the t\¡0 Republics. 

You state that you he.ve now received instructions frem ~ttr 

Government to inform me t~t the contingency provided for in the 

2nd Article of the Agreemen'c of 1896 has arisen and you are 

accordingly to request that Ber Majesty's Government wi11 proceed 

\·lith the necessary steps in fu1filment of the engagement which they 

aecepted on the invitation of the Governments of Argentinaand 

Chile. 

I have the honour to inform you that, Her Majesty'sGovernment 

take note OI your cornmunication which \dll be 1aid before ller 

Hajesty the Quecn. 

1 have, etc. 

SALISBURY 
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